Miss Anderson

2011-2012
Advance Placement Biology
Textbook: 

· Biology:  The Unity & Diversity of Life 10th Edition, Published by Starr & Taggert 

· Study Guide for text book. (will be handed out in packets throughout the year)
· Text outlines available on textbook website or on AP Biology – Anderson, moodle page (password: turtles)
Where Can the Teacher be Reached?  
· Room – 168
· Science Office – 101 

· E-mail address – janderson@sequoits.com

Times Available for Tutoring: 
· Before School from 7am until the bell rings; 
· after school:  Monday, Tuesday (until 4pm), Thursday, & Friday; 
· On Content Test Days: Before School from 6:30am until the bell rings in Rm. 222
· By appointment.  
· For 2 weeks before the AP exam from 7-9pm on 5/1, 5/3, 5/4, 5/7, 5/8, 5/9
4 Basic Rules:
· All rules in the student handbook apply to this class.

· For your safety, there is no eating drinking, or gum chewing in the classroom, & please make sure that before you leave your work station is cleaned up (this does include the floor within three tiles of your workspace).

· Students shall be in the classroom when the bell rings.  (Preferably in their seats.)  See the tardy rules as stated in your handbook.
· Respect each other, the teacher, and all objects in the classroom (especially what is not yours). This includes a number of things that will be discussed in class.

Course Description
The Advanced Placement Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a College Introductory Biology Course taken by biology majors during their first year.  A college biology course differs significantly from the usual high school course in respect to the textbook used, the range and depth of topics covered, the laboratory work done by students, and the time and effort required.  Although much of the content will be presented in class, students will be expected and required to cover additional materials on their own.

Students in AP Biology will only succeed if they appreciate that this course will be taught at the college level and will be very challenging.  Students should be prepared to spend a minimum of 1hour of study time per class period.  Students who do not wish to invest this type of effort should NOT be enrolled in AP Biology.
Course Goals
· To prepare students for the Advance Placement Biology Exam by:
· Helping students acquire the necessary content information.
· Training students in exam strategies and essay writing skills.

Course Materials

As there will be many handouts/lecture notes for this class, it is strongly recommended that students place course materials, especially the laboratory materials, in a 3-ring binder to help organize the large amount of information that they will be receiving over the course of the year. It is also suggested that you get a box to put used materials in after the unit exam.
Laboratory
The AP Biology curriculum has 12 recommended laboratory exercises.  These labs are part of the AP Biology national exam.  You will receive a packet for each lab containing instructions for completing, and questions relating to each lab.  The lab questions will be completed during the classroom time (and as homework if they are not completed), and Comprehensive Lab Tests will be given over each lab. 
· Note - Additional lab activities beyond the 12 required AP Biology labs will be offered.  These labs are designed to supplement the lecture coverage of various topics.  
· Lab tests – These tend to be short and vary in the type of questions asked. I will draw questions from ALL parts of the lab packet, and many labs will end with you writing an essay that is effectively a mini lab write-up.
Course Pacing
The course has been designed to cover the 50 chapters in the text.  The instructor will be covering approximately one or more chapters per week.  Students are expected to keep up with the given reading schedule.  
Late Work

· Homework must be turned in, in class, on the day it is due when the homework is checked or turned in.  

· Late homework may be turned in later that day or the next class period for half credit.

· Read your passbook for the procedures appropriate for turning in homework after excused absence, and pre- arranged absences.

Academic Dishonesty
Students in AP Biology are encouraged to form study groups and to assist each other.  However, students are expected to complete their own work for homework and lab reports.  Academic dishonesty, as described in the student handbook will not be tolerated.  Students who commit Academic dishonesty will be prosecuted and penalized.  
Tests
We are "in training" for the national AP Biology exam, which will be given on the morning of Monday May12, 2012, therefore:
Unit tests will be given at the end of each large unit: Ecology, Evolution, Growth & Development, and Anatomy. Each test will occur over two days and will have 100 MC on the first day and 2-4 essays on the 2nd day. The first semester will have two tests (Ecology & Evolution) and one 100 MC question final. The second semester will have two tests (Growth & Development & Anatomy) and 1 practice AP test that may count as a final. The practice AP test will be 100 MC questions on the first day (5/9) and 4 essay questions (5/10). ***Iff all students in AP biology sign up for and take the AP biology exam then the practice AP test will not count as a final, and the students may vote to decide whether it will count as a lab or test grade. 

Quizzes

A quiz will be given for nearly every chapter covered in the text. Some quizzes will be over 2 chapters in the book, while others will only cover 1. Each quiz will be 15 MC questions that are randomly generated from the test bank created by the publishers of the text book. Because of this, each quiz has the potential to be extremely difficult, so it would behoove you to study your text carefully before coming into a quiz.
Grading: 
The grading scale is as follows:
A+: 99-96
C: 75-71

A: 95-91

C-: 70-69

A-: 90-89
D+: 68-66

B+: 88-86
D: 65-61

B: 85-81

D-: 60-59

B-: 80-79
F: 58-0

C+: 78-76

Weight Scale: 

· Work Completed During Semester: 80%

· Tests: 60%

· Labs: 30%

· Homework/Quizzes: 10%

· Final Exam: 20%
The most important thing for students in AP Biology is to be a self-advocate!  
We cannot help you if we don’t know what you need. 
NEVER hesitate to ask questions or for help!!
